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E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 
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SUBJECT: CHINESE UNLIKELY TO REACT TO LPDR POOD NEEDS 
REF: A VIENTIANE 1244, B VIENTIANE 1245 

1 . A PRENCH DIPLOMAT TOLD US SEPTEMBER 7 OF A CONVER- 
SATION THAT HE HAD WITH A CHINESE DIPLOMAT IN VIENTIANE 
REGARDING THE RECENT UNDP/LAO GOVERNMENT STUDY AND 
EMERGENCY RICE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, REPS A AND B. 

2. THE PRENCHMAN SAID THAT THE CHINESE AGREED THAT 
THERE WAS A SERIOUS RICE SHORTAGE IN THE LPDR. THE 
CHINESE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT WHILE THE LAO PEOPLE WOULD 
BE VERY SHORT OF RICE, THE VIETNAMESE AND LPLA TROOPS 

IN LAOS WOULD ALSO BE AFPECTED BY THE SHORTAGE AND THAT 
THE CHINESE WERE NOT INCLINED TO PROVIDE RICE ASSIS- 
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TANCE TO THE LPDR. 

3. THE PRENCH DIPLOMAT INTERPRETED THE REMARK TO 
INDICATED DETERIORATING RELATIONS BETWEEN THE LPDR AND 
THE PRC. 
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